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UGC finds 77 universities have let NAAC certificate lapse

W Ramya,TNN | Feb g, 2014, 03.49 AWM IST

CHENNAIL: Two premier universities in Tamil Nadu - Anna University and the University of Madras -
don't have the mandatory NAAC acereditation. That probably explains why many of the two lakh-odd
students passing out of engineering, arts and science colleges in Tamil Nadu face problems in getting
jobs or admission to higher studies.

That the two big institutions don't have the stamp of quality that an acereditation gives came to light
when the University Grants Commission prepared a list of universities and their accreditation status
ahead of the admission season. UGC found that 77 universities across the country, including eight in
TN, have let their NAAC acereditation expire in 2014. Of this, 26 have applied for re-acereditation. In
Tamil Nadu, Anna University and Madras University are among those that have let their accreditation
expire.

M Anandakrishnan, chairman of IIT-Kanpur's board of governors and former Anna University
vice-chancellor, said, "Some institutions haven't realized that in the last four or five years, employees, foreign universities and foreign embassies have
been inquiring whether the institution the candidate comes from is aceredited. Universities are ignorant as to why acereditation is essential,” he added.
Nasscom regional director K Purushothaman said NAAC accreditation is a "certification of credibility” that companies recognize while recruiting
candidates.

The 150-year-old University of Madras, commonly referred to as the parent university in the state, has been functioning without acereditation for
nearly two years. The National Assessment and Accreditation Council awarded an 'A’ grade to the university with a cumulative grade point average of
86% the last time. The university's accreditation expired on March 2012.

University vice-chancellor R Thandavan said that the previous ad ministration had failed to apply for the re-accreditation on time. "As soon as [ took
charge I applied for re-accreditation. We are allowed to apply for the process within a year after the validity expires.” He said that a team from NAAC is
expected to visit the university from March 3 to 7. "We don't expect any problem in getting the accreditation after the team's visit,” Thandavan said.

Anna University, which has more than 550 engineering colleges affiliated to it, has been functioning without an accreditation since February 2007.
University officials said ad ministration changes, including the splitting of the university into four Anna Universities of Technology and the formation o
Anna University-Chennai as a unitary university in 2007, and the consequent merger of the five universities in 2012 led to delays in applying for
re-acereditation.

S Ganesan, registrar in charge of Anna University, said, "We applied for re-acereditation recently. We are waiting for the NAAC team's visit. But, it has
been cancelled thrice for ad ministrative reasons. The meeting has been set up in June or July now.” The government has made acereditation mandator
for all higher educational institutions to ensure quality. Still 133 universities in India that are eligible for accreditation have not yet applied to undergo
the process.

of 12
Anandakrishnan said that many of the institutions postpone the accreditation process because they are unable to conduect a self review. "The
accreditation eriteria have completely changed now, and is more based on teaching, learning and governance parameters. Institutions are afraid of not
making a good grade, so they try to postpone the process at least during a particular person’s governance.”



Deccan Herald, ND 09/02/2014 P-7

Page 4 of 12



HT Lucknow

Indian-origin academicians lead top global institutes

Vanita Srivastava

= vanita, i com

NEW DELHE: The club of Indian-
origin academicians taking
up key roles in the best inter-
national institutes is getting
bigger. And Sanjeev Kulkarni,
an Indian-American, recent-
ly appointed as dean of the
Princeton University Graduate
School is its latest member.

Last month, Indian-
American professor Rakesh
Khurana joined the prestigious
club after being appointed
dean of Harvard College.

In 2010, Nitin Nohria made
the country proud after he
became the first Indian-
origin head of the prestigious
Harvard business school. In
the same year, University of
Chicago’s Booth School of

Business named Sunil Kumar
as its dean.

“This is a natural conse-
quence of the inflow of Indian-
origin academicians in the US
universities some 20-25 vears
ago. Their progression in
their respective institutes is
now reflected in their career
growth,” Kumar told HT.

Sri Zaheer, dean at the
University of Minnesota's
Carlson School of Management
believes the US provides a mer-
itocratic environment that has
helped immigrants from differ-
ent nationalities to rise to top
ranks. “I hope in this process
all of us who have a soft spot
for our home countries can act
as bridges,” Zaheer said.

Soumitra Dutta took
over as the dean of Cornell
University’'s management

= Sunil Kumar

u Sri Zaheer

= Soumitra Dutta

'ON TOP OF THE WORLD

m Sanjeev Kulkarni next dean of
Princeton University Graduate
School

® Rakesh Khurana will take over
as the next dean of Harvard
College in July

school in 2012. Although
opening a campus in India is
not part of his future plan, he

= Soumitra Dutta is dean of man-
agement school at Cornell

= Nitin Nohria was appointed
dean of Harvard Business
School in 2010

wants to build stronger links
with researchers.
“This trend has essentially

THIS TREND IS
BECAUSE OF INDIANS
BEING SKILLED AND

S o —

born out of Indians being
skilled, hard working and glo-
bal and also because America
is a country that judges you by
your skills,” Dutta said.

“Some of the best Indian
students come here for high-
er education, particularly for
research. India needs to have
more research varsities,” savs
Narayanamurti Venkatesh,
who became the dean of School
of Engineering and Applied
Sciences in 1998.

He became dean of Physical
Sciences at Harvard university
in 2003.
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Who would have thought
that the longest-running
scripted TV show in the
world, ‘The Simpsons’,
contains hidden math
messages inserted by the
writers themselves? British
science writer Simon Singh
discovered this, and has
documented the story in his
recent rib-tickling book
“The Simpsons and Their
Mathematical Secrets’. Singh,
a physicist and math lover,
has worked with the BBC,
made television shows and

documentaries, taught in
schools — including a stint at
the Doon School, Dehradun
— and written popular books
on code breaking famous
math puzzles, debunking
homeopathy and the Big
Bang. Ona visit to Delhi
recently, he met up with
Subodh Varma to talk about
a range of subjects, including
math & alternative medicine

‘The Simpsons' has got hidden math? It sounds
weird! How did you dscover this?

I have always loved watching TV, And
Simpsonsis a favorite, Inone of the episodes,
Homer iz hiding behind a bookease becauss
his sisters-in-law have come for a surprise
wisit. There, he finds a mysterious portal.
He goes through it to find himself ina 3-D
world where well-llmown math equations
appear to fly by him. I did some digging
and found that five of the key script writers
have math or physics degrees from Harvard.
Two of them have PhDs! So Twent and met
with themm and talleed to them. That's how the
book came by & very large number of peaple
lowe The Simpsons show T want themn to start
loving math too.

Why does math cause so much fear among
students?

In the school T went to, a teacher taught us
math for eight sucoessive years and my love
originated there. 8o, whether math is loved
ar hated depends largely on the education
gvatern, and the teachers. Unfortunately,
something has gone wrong somewhere. In
England, for instance, there are no takers
for physics in schools. The authorities saw
thistrend and said, “We have to malke phys-
1es easy!™ 8o they tooloout all the math from
physics! The students found it comfortable
but when they hit real phy=sicsat the univer
sity; they were flummoxed. Inthe early years
in school, interest in math and science is
rising because of some policies but as you
get to higher classes the interest declines.
You are saying that teaching methods are
flawed?

1t i= one big factor. The standard method is
this: the teacher teaches inthe class and then
you go home and try to solve the problems on
wour ot I you getstucls, there is no teacher
tohelp, Shouldw't it be the other way around
— students should be solving problems with
a teacher guid ing and helping therm. Now, with
the rise of educational videcs like the excel-
lent Khan Academy ones, students can get
help whilesolving math problems. Infact nesw
technologies have opened new opportunities
A computer can know that you are getting
stuck at the steps that ol ve, say, division or
fractions, So, it will tell vou — “0lk, let’s go
back tothe division chapter and run through

Math is like sport. Training is
tough but the win’s wonderful

itagain”. Isn't that wonderful?

How do you generate confidence among
students?

Onoe, T'was giving a lecture at a schoaol, Tsaid
theusual thing —math isgreat fun, youwill
erjoy it ete ete. After me, Marcus du Sautoy
iprofessor at Oxford and famous math/sei-
ence popularizer) ot up and said the reverse
— math will male you miserable, stressful,
frustrated. but once you go through all
this, von will feel great. Nowa-
days, T have shifted to
using the du Sautoy ap
proach. Doing math
is like training for a

gport. The training
part i= tough and mo-
notonous, but when
VO Wil a game or a
race, it's wonderful.

You wrote a contro- il

versial book % -~

debunking tradi- ¥ e

tional medicine i o

and homeopa- &

thy. Is it really i

bogus? Q

Lool, if you

say that sucking 7

ginger helps v

relieve throat irri-

tation, I have no

objection. But in

most cases it goes far

beyvond this. My fam-

iy members get all

kinds of concoctions

firom India. How do T know what

chemicals are there in those desi con-
coctions? I don't know how they will
interact with the medicines already in the
aystem. At worst, itis dangerous; at best, it
will help for minor things. T can understand
thathere inIndia, where many people don’'t
have access to modern medicine, or are too
poor to pay for it, they will try out tradi-
tional remedies. Butwhy in England?1 think
there itis a middle-class fad that belisvesin
asortof cosy ‘lapof nature” feeling, nothing
more, hMind you, pharma companies also
play dirty, pushing all kinds of irrational
drugs. 8o, one hasto be careful.

Page 6 of 12

4]



February 10

Times Of India ND 10.02.2014 p-4

Page 7 of 12




Pioneer ND 10.02.2014 p-8

Page 8 0of 12




HT.COM ND 10.02.2014 p-6

Page 9 of 12




Business Line ND 10.02.2014 p-14




Hindustan Times ND 10.02.2014 p-10




HT.COM ND 10.02.2014 p-6

Page 12 of 12



